Figure 5: How much did each source of change contribute to the overall change in the population of juveniles

in commitment from 1993 to 19977
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Combined effect of components of change in commitment population from
1993 to 1997

Court referrals
An increase of 19 percent in juvenile court referrals accounted for 9,000 of
the net increase of 14,900 juveniles in the commitment population.

Cases adjudicated
An increased rate of adjudication (from 31 to 33 percent) accounted for
1,800 of the net increase of 14,900 in the commitment population.

Use of residential placement

A decrease in the percentage of adjudicated cases committed to residential
placement (from 32 to 31 percent) curtailed growth in the commitment
population by 2,600 juveniles.

Length of stay
An increase in average length of stay (from 96 to 109 days) accounted for
6,600 of the net increase of 14,900 juveniles in the commitment population.

Note: Components of change may not add to total due to rounding.

Source: Urban Institute analysis of OJJDP’s Census of Juveniles in Residential Placement 1997 data file, OJJDP’s Children in Custody census

1993 data file, and NCJJ’s National Juvenile Court Data Archive 1993 and 1997 data files.




